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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 10305 291006Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 FMC-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-07 OIC-02 10-14 L-03 CEQ-01 EPAE-00 /069 W 

086462 291024Z/17 

P 290955Z JUN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7657 

UNCLAS LONDON 10305 

FOR COMMERCE/MARAD BLACKWELL FROM FRIEDBERG 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, PORG, IMCO 

SUBJECT: IMCO CONFERENCE ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING AND 
WATCHKEEPING 

1 . SEAGOING SERVICE REQUIREMENT FOR CERTIFICATION OF 
DECK OFEICERS THROUGH TRAINING PROGRAMS CHANGED EROM 
"ADEQUATE" TO A MINIMUM REQUIREMENT OF TWELVE MONTHS. 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT FOR ENGINEER OFEICER CERTIEICATION 
CONTINUES TO READ "ADEQUATE." BOTH EXPECTED TO REMAIN 
UNCHANGED INTO FINAL CONVENTION TEXT. 

2. MANDATORY TWELVE MONTH MINIMUM FOR DECK CADETS MAY 
PRESENT SIGNIEICANT PROBLEM TO STATE ACADEMIES IN VIEW 

OF OPERATING COST OE SCHOOLSHIPS AS WELL AS ACADEMIC 
SCHEDULING, AND PROBLEM FOR KINGS POINT, PARTICULARLY 
FUR DUAL LICENSE PROGRAM. 

3. SOME RELIEF MAY BE AVAILABLE IN CONVENTION ARTICLE 
IX ON EQUIVALENTS BUT TEXT STILL NOT FINAL. 

4. TEXT OF MANDATORY MINIMUM REQUIREMENT IS: HAVE 
APPROVED SEA-GOING SERVICE IN THE DECK DEPARTMENT OF NOT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 10305 291006Z 

LESS THAN THREE YEARS WHICH SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST SIX 
MONTHS OF BRIDGE WATCHKEEPING DUTIES UNDER THE SUPER- 
VISION OF A QUALIFIED OEFICER. HOWEVER, AN ADMINIS- 
TRATION MAY AT ITS DISCRETION ALLOW THE SUBSTITUTION OF 
A PERIOD OF SPECIAL TRAINING FOR NOT MORE THAN TWO YEARS 
OF THIS APPROVED SEA-GOING SERVICE, PROVIDED THE 
ADMINISTRATION IS SATISEIED THAT SUCH TRAINING IS AT 
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LEAST EQUIVALENT IN VALUE TO THE PERIOD OF SEA-GOING 
SERVICE IT REPLACES. 

5. TEXT OF ARTICLE IX EQUIVALENTS IS: (1) THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS CONVENTION SHALL NOT PREVENT AN 
ADMINISTRATION FROM RETAINING OR ADOPTING OTHER 
EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING SCHEMES INCLUDING THOSE 
INVOLVING SEA-GOING SERVICE AND SHIPBOARD ORGANIZATION 
ESPECIALLY ADAPTED TO TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENTS AND TO 
SPECIAL TYPES OF SHIPS AND TRADES, PROVIDED THAT THE 
LEVEL OF SEA-GOING SERVICE, KNOWLEDGE AND EEFICIENCY AS 
REGARDS NAVIGATIONAL AND TECHNICAL HANDLING OF SHIP AND 
CARGO ENSURES A DEGREE OF SAFETY AT SEA AND PREVENTIVE 
EFFECT AS REGARDS POLLUTION, AT LEAST EQUIVALENT TO THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CONVENTION. (2) SUCH ARRANGEMENTS 
SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AS EARLY AS 
PRACTICABLE. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL SHALL CIRCULATE SUCH 
PARTICULARS TO ALL PARTIES. 

6. USDEL SENDS. 

BREWSTER 
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